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“In undertaking the negotiations
with the native peoples, we have
followed two guiding principles,
two principles of equal
importance. The first is that
Québec needs use the resources of
its territory, all its territory, for
the benefit of all its people. The
use of these resources must be
reasonably planned. The future
needs of the people of Québec
must be anticipated.
The Government clearly has the
duty to take the measures
necessary to ensure the orderly
and rational development of the
resources of our territory in the
North. Those resources are a vital
factor, they must be a vital factor,
in the Government’s over-all plans
for the future of Québec.

In 1803, the Hudson's Bay
Company founded Fort George, a
trading post on the north shore
which was relocated to the largest
island in the mouth of La Grande
River in 1837. Fort George
became a permanent village as
the local Cree population
abandoned their nomadic way of
life in the early 20th century and
settled nearby.

The second principle is that we
must recognize the needs of the
natives peoples, the Crees and the
Inuit, who have a different culture
and a different way of life from
those of other peoples of Québec.”
John Ciaccia, member of the
National Assembly for Mount Royal and
Special Representative
of Premier Robert Bourassa, 1975
from the preamble to the James Bay and
Northern Québec Agreement

In the mid 1970s, the construction
of the James Bay hydro-electric
project began, diverting upstream
rivers into La Grande watershed,
increasing its flow significantly,
resulting in erosion of Fort
George Island and disruption to
the formation of a solid ice cover
in winter. In response, the Quebec
Government built a new
community on the mainland's
south shore, relocating the
population and some 200 houses
to the new site in 1981. The
village was renamed Chisasibi.
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bioaccumulation and
biomagnification. Biaccumulation
is the initial consequence of
mercury pollution, as the toxin is
first incorporated into the given
ecosystem’s producers.

size of the State of New York and
is one of the largest hydroelectric
systems in the world. It has cost
upwards of US$20 billion to build
and has an installed generating
capacity of 16,527 megawatts. If
fully expanded to include all of
the original planned dams, as
consequence of diverting the flow
of water from four major rivers
into a large body of water,
ultimately changing the dynamics
of the land, an environmental
political phenomenon often
regarded as a "first build, then
paint green," policy.

The James Bay Project refers to
the construction by Hydro-Québec
of a series of hydroelectric power
stations on the La Grande River in
northwestern Quebec, Canada,
and the diversion of neighbouring
rivers into the La Grande
watershed. It is located between
James Bay to the west and
Labrador to the east and its
waters flow from the Laurentian
Plateau of the Canadian Shield.
The project covers an area of the
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From 1981-1982, a few years
after the flooding of La Grande
River, mercury levels in lake
whitefish increased up to fourfold
their pre-flooding levels, while
those in northern pike rose up to
sevenfold during the same period.
In natural lakes, these
concentrations are five to six times
less than in the James Bay area.

well as the additional "James Bay
II" projects, the system would
generate a total of 27,000 MW,
making it the largest hydroelectric
system in the world.
The environmental impacts of the
James Bay Project largely stem
from the creation of a complex
chain reservoir through the
integration of all the watersheds
of the eastern shores of the
Hudson Bay, from the southern tip
of James Bay to Ungava Bay in
the north. This has had the

This rapid spike of mercury levels
in two of the fish species used
extensively by the area’s Cree is
attributed to the processes of

In the James Bay area ecosystem,
mercury being released from the
decaying flooded trees was
incorporated in trace amounts in
zooplankton. Benthic organisms,
the whitefish’s primary prey,
consume a great deal of
zooplankton, causing the mercury
concentration in a single organism
to magnify due to accumulation of
mercury and its inability to be
excreted. In turn, whitefish, due to
their greater size, consume large
numbers of benthic invertebrates,
thus incorporating the individual
mercury accumulations of each
organism and creating their own
store of mercury. The effect is
further exacerbated by humans
consuming this built up store of
mercury.
Find Chisasibi:
53.7833° N, 78.8958° W
much, much more context at:
twoguidingprinciples.wordpress.com

